Creative Curriculum

Study Question: Why is sharing important?
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Beginning to Share

Notice and talk about
all the ways your child is
beginning to share.

Your talk will give him
ideas and words to use
later when he begins to
form friendships with
other children.

Why this is important

A toddier does not know how Lo take turms, divide snacks, or give away toys he wants. He must kearn
that shanng means giving freedy by choice. He may not consistently behave generously for rmany years,
but wath practace he will lesrn sarly that sharing can be a pleasant experience Encouraging your child to
share feelings and obpects with you provides your child with a pattesn for lates sharing ideas and materak
with friends

What you do

©® Model sharing by being physically nese when your child plays. Offer to let ham park his soall car on
your knee, of ket him hide a block i your pocket.

® Encourage him 1o share his toys with you by asking questions about thern and touching thern if he
offers it to you, thank hirm and hold the toy briefly before returning it to him,

@ Help hirn practice sharing with others by grving hirn two of something, Tell him one is for hirn and
the othes is for a friend or famidy member This grabam cracker s yours and the one & for Daddy. Can
YOU give it 10 him?

® Make each sharng experience a positive one by focusing on the
generosity he shows and describing why it was good to
share. Thank you for sharing the graham crackers with
Daddy He was hungry, 0o, just M you Another idea

Look for opportunities to share
throughout your day together.
Your child can pick wildfiowers for a
nelghbor or offer a toy to a pet

Let’s read together!

How Kind!
by Mary Murply
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Others Have Why this is important

As your chilel becomes more asare of her neecds, you can belp hes kearm o epress thern by modelng

words that she can someday use: When she begens to understand the needs of others and responds
N eeds I 00 appropriately, yoas child moves towand having the important ability to listen to others and empathize
What you do
I need a can opener.
& Ml s lisarn otk alsout whiat olhers need by expliseng a siustion and asking bt about the

& Lax your chikd hear you express your needs, Talkc in semple terrms about what you need, and give her
Teach your child how to express el Here' my bowd of soup What do | nesd to eat it with?

a remsonabibe way to help. | meed o can opener. Could you gt @ can opener from the drawey, please?
her needs by expressing yours. & sk your child questions absout different needs, it raming outside. What e [ need to keep me dry?

@ Shorw apgeeciation when you Child helps you mest a need. Thank pou for befping me when | needed
0 finad iy shoes

This helps her understand that
others have needs, too.

Another idea

Think of other situations in
which your child could help such
as riding in the car, visiting a friend, or
packing a lunch. I'm packing a fruit salad
in your brochers lunch. What does he need

to eat it with?

Let's read together!

What o You Mevd?
Iy By Buscdan
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